“A hugely insightful book on how the international development community has failed to take politics into
account in its efforts to help poor countries, with sometimes disastrous results. Carothers and de Gramont
incisively chronicle the evolution of thinking on this critical topic and set out a practical agenda for how
aid practitioners can do better.”
—Francis Fukuyama, author, The Origins of Political Order

DEVELOPMENT AID
CONFRONTS POLITICS
THE ALMOST REVOLUTION
A new lens on development is changing the world of international aid. The overdue
recognition that development in all sectors is an inherently political process is driving
aid providers to try to learn how to think and act politically.
Major donors are pursuing explicitly political goals alongside their traditional
socioeconomic aims and introducing more politically informed methods throughout
their work. Yet these changes face an array of external and internal obstacles, from
heightened sensitivity on the part of many aid-receiving governments about foreign political interventionism
to inflexible aid delivery mechanisms and entrenched technocratic preferences within many aid organizations.
This pathbreaking book assesses the progress and pitfalls of the attempted politics revolution in development aid and charts a constructive way forward.
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“The story of how aid agencies have finally accepted that ‘politics matter’ in shaping
development outcomes and what it means in practice is brilliantly told in this
penetrating book. The sweep of the authors’ research and the power of their insights
will stir scholars and practitioners alike.”
—Adrian Leftwich, research director, Developmental Leadership Program
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