Combining field experience, research and
policy advice to empower women
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Islamic law and customary law
In most Arab countries discriminatory
inheritance law and property rights make it
difficult for women to save their own capital


In the Yemeni highlands, for example, a region in which the
predominance of customary law rulings was always taken for
granted by Western researchers, women inherited no land in
the 1970s. But they were often compensated with other
forms of property, for example gold, … “



It is very often the case that women are either denied their
portion of estate entirely (in Kuwait, for instance, fathers
often bequeath their entire estate to their sons, even though
this is against the law), or they agree voluntarily to renounce
their inheritance in order to secure their brothers‘ protection
for themselves and their … “



More than 6,000 women in Greater Cairo
obtained personal identity
documents within the framework of the
project, significantly improving their
opportunities and quality of life. Several
women were able to find better paid jobs as
a result, and some were at last able to

enforce their legal rights, for
instance against divorced
husbands or in inheritance cases.
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Transfer and application of
knowledge





In the framework of public
administration reform, the project
provides advisory services to
partner organizations at national,
provincial and municipal level. In a
dialogue process, more than 50
organizations were involved in the
development of a law on
population administration.
…
addressing amongst others the
value and effects of personal
identity documents and legal
consequences of unregistered
marriages, unregistered
children, divorce, and adoption
and …
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The Gender Law Library
http://wbl.worldbank.org/GenderLibrary/elibrary.aspx?libid=1

The Gender Law Library is a
collection of national legal
provisions impacting women's
economic status in 183
economies.
The database facilitates
comparative analysis of
legislation, serves as a resource
for research, and contributes to
reforms that can enhance
women’s full economic
participation.

You will find
entries on

300

85

Property
Rights

Inheritance

Utilising our (Germany‘s)
membership in multilateral
organisations incl. IFIs to promote
women empowerment
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Empowering women is an ongoing task …

… it requires gathering and sharing of knowledge and experience and
translating the latter into concrete action.
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